THE   THIRTY   YEARS   WAR
was a challenge to the entire Roman hierarchy from
acolyte to Pope.
V
The intense activity of the party of the Counter-
Reformation in South Germany spread alarm in the
ranks of the Protestants who had been expecting a
speedy and complete triumph for their cause. The
unprotected Calvinists, in particular, were so per-
turbed that in A.D. 1608 they formed a Calvinistic
Union in self-defence. It consisted mainly of the
princes and cities of the Upper Rhineland, under the
headship of the Elector Palatine. The Catholics at once
responded to this challenge by organising a Catholic
League (A.D. 1609), of which Maximilian of Bavaria
was appointed chief It at once proceeded to levy
troops, which were placed under the command of the
Count of Tilly, one of the ablest soldiers of the age.
The rival organisations, Catholic and Calvinist,
faced one another angrily and expectantly, for ten
years. Then they came to grips over the question
of the Bohemian Succession. Bohemia had at one
time been an independent kingdom with an elective
crown. In A.D. 1526, however, as the result of
politic marriage, it had passed into Hapsburg posses-
sion, and in A.D. 1556 had been incorporated in the
empire of its ruler, Ferdinand I. Ever since the time
of the 'Golden Bull5 of A.D. 1356 its king had been
recognised as one of the seven electors whose votes
91